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Learning Objectives
Learners will:
®Understand the development and application of the paper-based 
ASAM Criteria®  Intake Assessment Interview Guide 

®Understand the guide’s special features

®Understand the guide’s LOC guidance

®Know where to access information and resources for 
implementation of the guide
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Overview
®The Team
®Background
®Special Features of the Form
®Feasibility Pilot
®Review of the Guide
®Treatment Placement & LOC Guidance
®Implementation Resources
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The Team
®Our team launched this effort just at the start of the pandemic, spending many 
hours deep in thought together on Zoom…
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Background
The form was developed by a team at UCLA Integrated Substance Abuse 
Programs and designated ASAM experts.  It is based on the third edition 
of The ASAM Criteria book
The ASAM Criteria ® Assessment Interview Guide is a: 

®Standardized
®Free 
®Paper-based, (fillable PDF forms coming soon)
®ASAM-endorsed
®Guide to conducting a multidimensional assessment supporting LOC 
determination.

Mee-Lee D, Shulman GD, Fishman MJ, Gastfriend DR, Miller MM, eds.  The ASAM Criteria: Treatment 
Criteria for Addictive, Substance-Related, and Co-Occurring Conditions.  3rd ed. Carson City, NV: The 
Change Companies ®; 2013.
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Background

https://www.asam.org/asam-criteria/about-the-asam-criteria

The ASAM Criteria® Assessment Interview Guide is for use with:

X
Ø Adult patients 
Ø who have confirmed 

SUD, the form is designed 
for LOC determination for 
Level 1 treatment or above
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Background
®In California, a Medicaid Demonstration (1115 Waiver) required 
SUD treatment providers to use ASAM Criteria-based assessments, 
creating a need for a low-cost, standardized SUD assessment tool.

®Without a standard form, the application of the ASAM Criteria 
varied widely.

®The team reviewed various California ASAM Criteria-based 
assessment tools. Features of these formed the foundation of the 
current draft assessment guide. 

®As this is the first publication of the guide, ASAM welcomes 
feedback at asamcriteria@asam.org

mailto:asamcriteria@asam.org
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Background: Changes to Drug Medi-Cal 
Coverage under the 1115 Waiver

https://www.chcf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/HowMediCalExpandedSubstanceUseTreatment.pdf
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Special Features of the Guide
®Designed for use by all types of SUD 

providers 
®The staff who: 

®are trained in the ASAM Criteria ® 
®currently do intake assessments, 
®whose supervisors approve of their use of the forms 
®Counselors, Social Workers, Clinical Psychologists, 
Nurses and Physicians

Scan for link 
to the form
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Special Features of the Guide
®Interviewer instructions

®Comprehensive prompts for gathering info
®Footnotes that direct interviewers to supportive resources and guidance 
in The ASAM Criteria® book

®Prompts to support  Treatment Planning for each ASAM 
Dimension (optional)

®Guidance for Distinguishing Differences Between The ASAM 
Levels of Care (Appendix)
® If – Then High Priority Guidance  for Immediate Needs
® If – Then Considerations By Dimension
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Feasibility Pilot
®In May 2021, Siskiyou County CA volunteered to perform a 
feasibility pilot
®June 2021, training period - mock cases & role playing
®July-November 2021, piloted the Guide with adults seeking SUD 
services 

®Due to pandemic and staff turnover, Ns were low. Due to 
privacy rules we did not collect demographic data
1. Counselor surveys (N=6)
2. Patient surveys (N=11)
3. Completed ASAM Criteria Assessment Interview Guides (N=34)

Surveys adapted from: Mark, T. L., Hinde, J., Henretty, K., Padwa, H., & Treiman, K. (2021). How patient 
centered are addiction treatment intake processes?. Journal of Addiction Medicine, 15(2), 134-142.
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Feasibility Pilot Results
®Counselor surveys (N=6):

®83% would recommend the assessment Guide to other providers.
®Positive comments-It “does dig deep and is very thorough”. 
®Negative comments-”It is too extensive and the flow is clunky. The 
clients seem to get lost through out session because of the repetition 
and I end up trying to re-explain things in their words”

These will be important training considerations when 
implementing the guide

Special thanks to Siskiyou County, CA  SUD Administrator SUD Administrator, counselors, and patients



#ASAMAnnual2022

Feasibility Pilot Results
®Patient Surveys (N=11):

®Contrary to Counselor survey results, 
® only 27% felt the “assessment asked too many questions about the same thing” 
and 

® 0% agreed “the assessment asked too many personal questions.”
® 9% agreed the assessment “takes too long”

®Overall satisfaction, 91% agreed: 
®“the assessment helped me think about what services I need”
®“helped me understand more about my problems related to drugs/alcohol” 
®“helped me think about my goals for treatment.”
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Review of the Guide
Each of the sections assessing the 6 dimensions 
contain:​
®Questions about patient history ​relevant to LOC determination
®Patient self-report scales ​
®Footnote instructions/resources for interviewers​
®Probes to assist with treatment planning​
®Guidance for establishing risk rating in each dimension
®Helpful page references to The ASAM Criteria ® 3rd Ed.
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Review of the Guide
®Questions about recent patient history ​relevant to LOC determination
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Review of the Guide
®Patient self-report scales to promote clarity with risk ratings and patient 
perception of the problem(s)​
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Review of the Guide
®Resources, prompts, and instructions to support interviewers​



#ASAMAnnual2022

Review of the Guide
®A section with probes to assist with treatment planning​
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Review of the Guide
® Guidance for establishing risk rating in each dimension, and impact on overall LOC

In this row, hallmarks that are typical of each risk rating

In this row, general description of service needs for the dimension
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Review of the Guide
® Guidance for Withdrawal Management
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Review of the Guide

® Helpful page references to The ASAM Criteria® 3rd Ed.
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Placement: Concurrent Treatment 
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Placement: Indicated vs Actual



#ASAMAnnual2022

Placement: Data Collection
Data Collection on LOC 
indicated vs. LOC 
referred/received
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Placement: LOC Guidance

Appropriate 
“indicated” LOC 
should include 
patient preference.
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Placement: LOC Guidance
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Placement: LOC Guidance
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Placement: LOC Guidance
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Placement: LOC Guidance
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Placement: Immediate Needs
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Placement: Dimensional Considerations
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Implementation Resources
®Speaking the Same Language, A Toolkit for Strengthening 
Patient-Centered Addiction Care in the United States 
https://www.asam.org/asam-criteria/toolkit

®Free Paper-Based ASAM Criteria Assessment Interview Guide 
https://www.asam.org/asam-criteria/criteria-intake-
assessment-form

®Local ASAM trainings https://www.asam.org/asam-
criteria/training-consulting 

®Addiction Technology Transfer Centers: 
https://attcnetwork.org/centers/selection

Guyer, J., et al. Speaking the same language: a toolkit for strengthening patient-centered addiction care 
in the United States. American Society of Addiction Medicine. https://www.asam.org/asam-
criteria/toolkit. Published November 9, 2021

Scan for the Toolkit

https://www.asam.org/asam-criteria/toolkit
https://www.asam.org/asam-criteria/criteria-intake-assessment-form
https://www.asam.org/asam-criteria/criteria-intake-assessment-form
https://www.asam.org/asam-criteria/criteria-intake-assessment-form
https://www.asam.org/asam-criteria/training-consulting
https://www.asam.org/asam-criteria/training-consulting
https://www.asam.org/asam-criteria/training-consulting
https://attcnetwork.org/centers/selection


Final Takeaways
®The ASAM Criteria® Assessment Interview Guide is the first publicly available 

standardized version of the ASAM Criteria assessment for adults. 
®This resource can also help assist states looking to facilitate continuity and 

consistency in substance use disorder (SUD) treatment delivery and coverage. 
®Because it is paper-based, offered free to all clinicians, and can be used in many 

different clinical contexts, the guide enhances the public utility of The ASAM 
Criteria’s multidimensional assessment approach for the addiction treatment 
community.

Please feel free to contact UCLA with comments, questions and feedback as UCLA is 
collecting data re: uptake of and response to the form:​ Abellows@mednet.ucla.edu 

Please provide feedback to ASAM on the Guide 
at asamcriteria@asam.org.

mailto:Abellows@mednet.ucla.edu
mailto:asamcriteria@asam.org
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